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REVEREND BRETHREN e 


A hl regular period for viſiting my dioceſe 
(which I do not think it expedient to anti- 
 cipate) is ſtill at ſome diſtance, I take this me- 
thod of communicating to you my ſentiments | 
concerning ſome matters of no ſmall moment, a 
I conceive, which ſeem to ue for more imme- 


cate attention. 


{ would firſt ay a few words rear candi- 
antes "ot orders. 6 | 

11 may he 8 to term you; chas it is my 
intention (with a very few exceptions) to ordain 
none but thoſe who have been regularly educated 
at one of our univerſities, and who have com- 
pleted their twenty third year. It is obvious; that 
this taſt condition will give more time for the can- 
didate to prepare himſelf for ordination, after 
taking his firſt degree in the univerſity, which is 
uſually at the age of twenty - one, or a little more. 


Before that period, be is occupied almoſt en- 
EE + 0 tirely 


' 

tirely in cultivating abſtruſe ſciences or polite let- 
ters; and as theſe are only the foundations on 
which he is to build, it is highly neceſſary that he 


ſhould have two years, or a year and a half at 


the leaſt, for raiſing his ſuperſtructure, and fur- 


niſhing his mind with a competent fund of the- 


ological knowledge, before he enters on the ac- 


tual duties of his profeſſion, If his circumſtances 


enable him to pals this period of time in college, 


he will. have advantages for ſtudy, of which 1 


truſt he will make the beſt uſe. He will have ac- 


ceſs. to libraries, which will afford the ampleſt 


range for his induſtry in every branch of ſacred 


literature; he will have the advice of the ableſt 
divines to aſſiſt him in the ſelection of the beſt 
and moſt approved writers: and he will have the 


opportunity of reſorting to the theological lec- 
tures given in each univerſity, by men of diſtin- 
guiſhed learning and ability,“ which I hope no 


candidate in this dioceſe will nee to e 


either before his firſt W or after it. 


needleſs for me to give any directions; but to thoſe 


who are obliged. to retire into the country, and 
who may want ſome aſſiſtance in the choice of 
books, I would recommend "Og aer tbeſe 
that en, NE n e inn i in WT 


* Dr. Hey at ; Cumbridge, and Dr. Randolph at Oxford. 
1 1 „ 
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* Deacon s Orders, | 
4 „ 1 
IT fo WF ray 
| The New Teſtament 3 in the original, with Whit 
by: 8 Comment. A N 03.58 os 


Sach books of the ( Old Teſtament, as the time 
will admit in the original, or 92 Arie with 


Wells' Paraphraſe. „ | 


Secker 8 Lectures and . 


16 
o 


 Grotius de Veritate Religionis Chriſtianæ- {Ia 
| Clarke” s | Evidences of N atural and Reveae 


e on the Crs. ? 


| Burnet on the Thiny-nine Mens 
| Wheatley on the Common Prayer. 5 2 
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Butler's Analogy, with EY Hallifax' 8 Intro 


duftion. | ; 6 OL” als. 
Sidon 5 Paſtoral Letters, | 1 80 
Barrow! 8, Tillodfon's, Clarke's „ Sherlock's and 
Secker's Sermons. 4 ES 5 

Air Pricf $ Orders. 1 : 

The Old ee convnued, with. Well | 

| Paraphrae, and. Nog 8 oa. nalt 1 
, hs 3 4 2 13 A- 3 SY | Wakes 
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(5) 
0 ake's Apoſtolical Fathers, 


Moſheim' $ Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 


47 Msi 


Burnet's Hiſtory af the A : 2 F 


SH 


4 Stillingſleet's Origines Sacre. „ 


Newion' $ Differtations on the Picgtiogey” 5 


You will e perceive, that I have here 
duly ſelected ſuch of the moſt uſeful books as may 
eaſily. be either bought, or borrowed, (for few 


glergymen are without the greater part of them) 


and may alſo eafily be peruſed with a proper de- 


gree of application; the former ſeries in the two 
years, or year and half, which intervene uſually 
between the Batchelor's degree and ordination ; 
the latter in the interval of one year between Dea- 
con's and Prieſt's orders. They who have more 
time at their command, and more ability to pur- 
chaſe books of value, will not, 1 hope, -confine 
themſelves to the few I baxe ſpecified. But with 
the contents of theſe at leaſt, no one that offers 
bimſelf to me for ordination mult be unc. 
98 5 | ee | 


So much for preparatory. ſtudies. But there 
is another ſort of preparation, of ſtill bigher i im- 
portance, and which I muſtz beyond all things, re- 
commend, and that is the rt paration of the heart. 
This, indeed, ought to be ttc firſt and principal 

. 15 7 concern 


1 
concern of the Candidate for Orders. From the 
moment he has deterinined o on n His! profeſſion; be wg | 
let himſelf t to form in his mind the fentin ments, the s 
aftfections, and the habits which belong to that pr pro 
| felnon, and which © ought to diſtinguiſtt1 it from ev ery 
ther. Let him r not dae to ruſh into the ſan 
: of God with all the follies and all the ive x 
one about bim; much le fs with un un 1 7 


&nity 


añ eager keln 1 the Pleite che ches, 
honours, and the diftinftions of the 1 0 F * 
theſe he mull gradually learn to wean bi imſelf, and 
endeavour to: acquire, by meditation, by refle fisdtion, 
by frec quent and fervent x prayer, that wum 200 
| EARS chat ſelf. governme! nt and felf- 4. teh that 
dent piety and heavenly mitideddefs, that undle- 


” wiſhed ſanflity of man bers, and evangelical t tem- 


er of ſoul,' W pich his heavenly maſter requires at 
55 bands, and ald it müft be the peculiar kr nels | 
ol his life to recommend to others eib 17 his do c= 


trine and his example. es OE 


1b is e unt of Helping tka ite” an 
ſltions in ſome” whb aſpife 40 the Horde" Office, 


Which rendets neceſfry 16” much cafe Ahh W E 


many etiquitits reſpefting anbther pdinit* of Brett 
itipbrtaticE, A moral ator fo c, 


M 
ag 
. 


'To obrain the belt infolnibeibnt eStt2rn ty HAI 
chat can can be ball, no effesY ür of mine hall” B 
. 1 0 A4 wanting, 


PT. 
wanting. But without your concurrence and aſ- 
Gtance, all, my precautions. will be of little ule, 
Noone (as you well, know) e can be ordained without | 
producing, among other things, the ſtrongeſt teſti. ; 


fi. 


mony 1 
has been conſtantly, reſi dent there, and Comes im- 
time in the country, (which i is commonly the, caſe 
8 2 
| with thoſe who are twenty- three years of age) fron 
three neighbouring clergymen. _ On theſe atteſta- 
tions, of courſe, I muſt principally depend. for my; 
| opinion of the candidate” scharaQer; and muſt there- 


fore earneſtly beg that, you will be exceedin gly cafe 


ful and ſcrupulous 1 in r igning ; ſuch teſtimonials ; ; and 


that you vill never allow yourlelyes , to be pre. 


vailed on by any conſiderations of neighbourhood, 
friendſhip, good nature, or compaſſion, to, certify 


1181 


any thing which is not ſtriktly 0 onfor :mable to 


your own perſonal knowledge. ot, the nde 


i i 


lile and Fonverſation. 1 Sep 
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5 44 11 17 
Still, ee notwickſtanitin] the” utm tmoſt vi- 


gilance.. -and circumſpettion, unworthy, men may 


7 


ſometimes find means to obtrude themſelves into 


the Church ; and others ma may afterwards ee 


E633 „ 


M 


poſſible from employment. This will, in a great 


meaſure, depend on your care in ſelecting proper 


prrſpps: for your, eumien a and aſſiſtants; Sen eg 
whom 


5 8 : 4 17 
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to his good condud; from bis college, il be 5 


| mediately, from thence, or if he has remained any | 


Nee muſt-be 1 to exclude them, as 5 much a as: | 


* — 


* 


chem have not, and may have means of 


all clergymen from performing divine ſervice till 


S 


whom therefore, 7 cok inks next. place, lugget 
10 you a few. Fa add 006644 i en EY "> 


"fx ry els 115 Art 1 rhe 0 
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1 will I am confident, be your with and endea- 


EX ot A. 


of the beſt mſi onthe frogs mites. 
But perſons of a very different deſcriptic 5 
even ſome who. have never been in orders, are 
5 conſtantly upon the watc 
cities of London and Weſtminſter, to impoſe on the 


good-natured and unſuſpicious, and to inſinuate 


and 
Fr # 47 


h, more eſpecially. in the 


themſelves, under falſe pretences;into. employment, 
To prevent. as much as poſſible ſuch fatal impoſiy 
tions, 1 muſt requeſt that you. will engage ng perſon 


as your curate, without previouſiy acquainting me 
with bis name and the place he came from, and 
tranſmitting to me the credentials he has to pro- 


duce. As.a biſhop i is in ſome. degree reſponſible 


for the conduct of his-clergy, the credit. of the 
profeſſion, and the due celebration of diyineſer- 
vice within bis juriſdiction „it is evident 
that any one ſhould be fußt red to officiate, in his 


unfit 


dioceſe without his knowledge and permiſſion. 


| Beſides many other obyious, and important rea- 
| ſons, he may have information reſpecting the cha- 


raters of clergymen which thoſe who. employ 
WW detecting 
impoſitions which are not within their reach. 
Agreeably to this, the canons abſolutely prohibit. 


9 


they 


t to + 
they have the petmilfins 4 or the 684? And a 
regular licence from him under his Band and feal. “ 


All ſtipendiary curates, therefore, muſt apply for this 
ticence. It is for their own benefit, as well as that 
of their principals, that they ſhould. And as Af. 


act has Iately paſſed to Tefſen the expence of ſack 
licences, by taking off the ſtatnp duty, there can 
be no juſt reaſon for ne 
Went! and ee a regulation,” 


1 7717. 


Tbere is another precaution fo wits and au 


tary, that'T cannot if Rirongly preſy it on yout 
notice and obſeryation 

Ke « when curates bee from ohe dibceſe ts 
| another, they ſhall fiot, By any means, be adimit⸗ 
teck 0 ferve without teflimony of the'bilkop of 
the divreſe, or ordinary of the Place whence they 
came; in writing, of their honeſty, ability, and 
 conformity't to the eccleflaſtical laws 2 the church 


of England. 10 Without ſuch a certificate : as this 
produced to you, and approved by your ordinary, 


you wilt eafily ſee that men who have been driven 
for their mifcondut from a remote dioceſe, may 


find means to eſtabliſh, and e even n advance, chem | 


ſelves 3 in this. 


70 F 
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9 b 1 the cities off London and | Weſtminſtsr, the 
| genen refuge of the worlt characters as well as 
| the' wan of the beſt in 2 Pröte nas tin 


— 5 


. Canon 48. 


regleQing to e with B. 


The 48th Canon directe, 


greater 


” 
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(if occaſion ſo requite) What 


_—_— to thoſe that are duet to officiate, not 
as permanent, but even as occaſional aſſiſt 
ants in any part of our ſervice. The moſt profif= 


gate man flatters himſelf that his charafter may 


paſs-unknown; and his vices lie concealed: iti the 
crowd of the metropolis; and that where ſo many 


5 clergymen are wanted, any adventurer may be 


accepted. The confequence is, that ſome with 


forged letters of orders, and ſome with none at all, 


ſome with recommendations from public regifter 
of ices, and fore who cannot obtain fecommenda- 
tions even there, have too often, T feat, been ip- 
cautiouſly admitted to perform the duties of the 
church. To put an effectual ſtop to thoſe miſ- 
chiefs, and to guard againſt alt” wiauthorized in- 
 flitutions for ſupplying churches with occafionat 
afſiftants, I muſt requeſt, © that in all cafes of 
doubtfut or füfpicibus characters you would ad: 
vert to the goth canon, whict direQs, that & hei- 


ther the miniſter, churchwardens, nor other officers 


of the church, hall faffer” ay” man to preach 


within their churches or chapels, but ſuch as by 

ſhewing their licence to preach thall appear © 00 
them to be ſaficieritly autnöffged thereums,” T6 
this 1 muſt add the 5 2d Catch; the bord? "of 
which are thefe. '* Phat the viltivp may underſtand 


ce fe, and Wb p preſume 10 


every church of his 


| preach. withour licence, the cherche rden And 
| . ſideſmen 


Cm) 


which come to their church from any other place, 
be noted in a book which they ſhall. have ready 
for that purpoſe, wherein every preacher ſhall ſub- 


ſcribe his name, the day when he preached, and 


Geeſmen ſhall ſee that the names of all preachers, | 


the name of the biſhop of whom he had licence 


5 T preach.” T 75 i 3 C nd 1 


This practice is, 1 wile: gil haves; in many | 
of the London churches. In ſome, I underſtand, 
it has been diſuſed. But the neceſſity of a punc- 


tual conformity to it, will, I am ſure, ſtrike you 


o forcibly, as to render it 10 for me to 
| add any thing more on n the a 


, 10 
1 


The . directions {og given, T duly ye i 


ſerved will, I truſt, effectually prevent (as far as 


human prudence is able) the intruſion of ja 
unordained or incorrigibly worthleſs men into em- 


dee in the öh. 


£440 
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"But hilt we e thus endeavour to exclude. the 


tentive, exemplary, deſerving labourer in the vine- 


yard, however humble and ſubordinate his ſtation 


in it may be. 5 On my part he ſhall not fail to re- 
ceive all the countenance and protection that I 
feel myſelf enabled to extend to him; and on 


yours there will, 42 am perſuaded, be a conſtant 
en 


. 


* 7 . 
LOS RESET 5 iv 


'*% 
unworthy, let us take care to cheriſh and encou- 
rage | to the utmoſt of our power, the diligent, at- 


— 


—— 


TY 


diſpoſition to dender his ſituation i 1 every respect 


as comfortable as your circumſtances will admit. 
In thoſe inſtances more eſpeciall/ where the prin- 


cipal i is amply provided for, and where the whole 
duty of one of his pariſhes devolves upon his cu- 
rate, he will, _ doubtleſs, think himſelf peculiarly: 
bound to allow him a liberal and handſome fti- 


pend, to accommodate bim (if he wiſhes it) with 


with the uſe of the parſonage, and to gratify him 
vith every other convenience that can be fairly 


expełted or deſired. The reaſons for theſe in- 


dulgences become ſtill more forcible, when the 
place in which your ſubſtitute reſides and officiates 


is in the unwholeſome parts of the dioceſe. Here he 


has to ſtruggle often not only with the common dif- 
ficulties of a narrow income, but with troubleſome 


and obſtinate diſorders, which frequently impair, 


and ſometimes undermine, the ſoundeſt conſtitu- 
tions In ſuch caſes common juſtice and common 
humanity call for eyery conſolation and ſupport, 


every act of kindneſs and friendſhip from his em- 


ployer that is neceſſary to alleviate the hardſhip of 
his ſituation, and induce: him to bear the incon- 


veniences and perform the duties of it vun con- 
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ſubſtitute and his principal, it will be impoſſible 


for them to accompliſſi properly the great ends of 
* ä the due inſtruttion and ſalvation of 


Fuba e, thoſe 
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thoſe committed to their care. t- is; indeed, of 


the very laſt importance, that we ſhould all of us 
in our reſpective departments, from the very 


higheſt to the loweſt, exert e to n utmoſt 
in advancing the intereſts of our beavenly 


maſter, and in endeavouring to diffuſe a ſpirit of 


true vital practical piety throughout every order 


of the community. But: it is to the parochial 


clergy more a particularly, that we muſt look for 


the great work of reformation, which if it can be 


at all effected, muſt be effected principally by their 
labours. It is inconceivable how: much may be 
done towards it in various ways, how much miſery 


may be prevented, how much happineſs produced 
by a truly pious, aſſiduous, conſcientious clergyman, 
reſiding conſtantly. on his benefice, vhoſe great 


over them with parental tenderneſs, enquiring 
into their wants, relieving them as far as he is 


able, exciting others who are better able to aſſiſt 
them more effectually, compoſing their differences, 
entering into all their intereſts, cohverfing with 


them familiarly and affeſtionately, inſtructing 
them with ſimplicity and plainneſs, bearing with 
their infirmities, rebuking the: bald: impenitent 


trite, and ſeizing everg-opportunity that fickneſs, 
misfortune, ar — af ſoftening and 
„ 3 
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| buſineſs and delight it is to advance the welfare, and 
| fave the ſouls of his pariſhioners; who, like his 
bleſſed maſter, goes about doing good, watching 


e M 4 424i — 
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fubduipg their hearts with the power of relig 


and impreflng. them yith ſentiments of piety Tod 


devotion, of truſt in God, of reſignation. to his 


will, and. gbegience to his commands. A cha- | 


rafter of this ſort, ( and many ſuch 1 have the 


" appineſs of. knowing) beſides the immortal glory | 


it will be crowned with hereafter, is of all others, 
Even in this life, the moſt uſeful and moſt ho- 
nourable. There cannot be a gobler ambition 
than that of meriting veneration and reſpe& by 
ſuch means as, theſe; by promoting in the moſt 


Fflfeßtual manner, the beſt and moſt bee, 
55 a of, pane. 1 


Vet 1 all theſe exertions, not- 


 wichſtapding exery thing thas the warmeſt and beſt 
directed zeal; in our. profeflign can do, ſome fur- 


ther aſſſtance will frequently be found neceflary ;, 


and unleſs. the laws, and the magiſtrates will, in 
certain, caſes, come in to our aid, eſpecially in 
| large and populous towns, our utmoſt efforts will 


too often prove ineffectual. The moſt powerful 
arguments, and the moſt perſuaſive eloquence, 


are not always able to counteract the ſeduc- | | 


| tions of the world; and even the denunciation 


of the moſt tremendous puniſhments, which are 


8 diſtapt apd inviſible, is ſometimes found inſuf- 
an to ae the e of e ned | 
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conlilts in n being out of the My. of danger, 
and withdrawn from the ſight of allurements, 
which in general it is much eaſier to avoid than 
10 reſiſt. But if inſtead of this, temptations of 
almoſt every kind preſent themſelves every where 
to the young and the ignorant; if in the capi- 
tal, more eſpecially, diſorderly houfes without 
number, and of various denominations, force 
themſelves on their notice wherever they paſs, 
and provoke them to intemperance, gaming, and 
debauchery; if licentious prints and books con- 
tinually meet their eyes, and crouds of proſtitutes | 
beſet them in every ſtreet ; if even the moſt ſa- 
cred of all days is not exempt from theſe and 
many other ſhameful profanations, how can it be 
expected, that even well-principled minds, and 
ſtill leſs thoſe that are undiſciplined and uncul- 
tivated, will be able to withſtand ſuch endleſs and” 
ſuch powerful incitements to fin ? It is then plain- 
* and indiſpenſably neceſſary, t that the civil 
power ſhould here come in to our aſſiſtance. It 
is that alone which can apply an effebtual remedy 
to theſe groſs enormities. It is the ſtrong hand 
of authority that muſt ſweep away theſe nuiſances 
from our ſight. The ſtate has wiſely provided 
the moſt ſalutary laws for this purpoſe, and his 
majeſty has lately called for a vigorous and effec- 
| tual execution of them. There can be no > doubt 
but a command fo Juſt and neceſſary, * coming 


Om fo bigh an authoriry, 5 will be” chearfully and 
en * 
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— t 1 
aniverfally obeyed, It has heath ns very 
falutary effects, and many magiſtrates have ex- 
erted themſelves in conforming to it with activity 
and ſueceſs. But as in the cities of Lo 
Weſtminſter, the vigilance of the magiſtrate, 1 
| ever great, muſt from the extent of his juriſdic- 
tion, and the dreadful frequency of crimes, be 
too often eluded, and offences of the groſſeſt 
and moſt pernicious nature muſt frequently eſcape 
unpuniſhed; in order to ſupply this defeQ, a 
conſiderable number of perſons of the firſt rank 
and character, have formed themſelves into a ſo- 
ciety for the expreſs purpoſe of aſſiſting the ma- 
giſtrate (where ſuch aſſiſtance is neceſſary) in 
checking the rapid progreſs of impiety and licen- 
tiouſneſs, in promoting a ſpirit of deceney and 
good order, and in enforcing a ſtricter execu- 
tion of the laws againſt thoſe diſſolute and diſ- 
orderly practices which are the bane of ſociety, 
and for the ſuppreſſion of which, his bets"; $ 
gy * deen nn 3 Por 195 


The meaſures that hure "I Le kin by 
| this reſpectable ſociety; have been attended with 
ſome very beneficial conſequences ; and they have. 2 
publicly declared their reſolution to perſevere nn i 
their endeavours, © to ſecure his to ne 5 ; 
and pe re to the laws.” 935 4+ the bis) eats 
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ed in ſame large provincial towns, from which. 
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many advantages have reſulted; and whenever 
they are found neceſſary in any part of this dio- 
ceſe, there will not, I am confident, be wanting 
virtue and public ſpirit ng. to imitate. e ſuch, 
laudable examples. | 


Yet with all theſe helps it muſt be = 


that to reclaim thoſe who are grown old and har- 
dened in. iniquity, is no very eaſy taſk. It has, 


been often ſaid, and it muſt be ſaid again and 


again, that our greateſt hopes of reformatjon muſt 
ſpring from a careful attention to the riſing gene- 
ration, from inſtilling diligently into the minds of 


ur children, the principles of the Chriſtian, 


faith, and forming them to early habits of piety. 
and virtue. The religious education of our youth, 


in ſhort, is a matter of the very laſt importance, 


both to the public welfare and to their own hap- 


pineſs here and hereafter. And yet notwithſtand- 


ing the acknowledged neceſſity of it, and the fre- 


quent recommendations of it both from the pul- 


pit and the preſs, it has by no means that general 
regard paid to it which it deſerves. It is like 
many other good things commended in theory, but 
neglected in practice. Moſt people are indeed 
anxious to give their children what they call 4 
good education; but their ideas of a good educa- 


tion ſeldom extend further chan a {kill in languages, 
an acquaintance with the liberal arts and ſciences, | 


and a knowledge of 'men and manners. . Religion 


is either entirely left out of the queſtion, or taught. 
| ſo 


5 
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(5 negligenily and ſuperficially, as to make no 


impreſſion on the mind, and of coutſe produce 


no effe&; The conſequences of this ſtrange in- 


attention to the moſt eſſential and moſt valuable 
part of education, are but too viſible; and if the 
general diffipation of our youth; eſpecially in the 
higher ranks; does hot teach mankind the neceſ- 
ſity of amending their ſyſtem of inſtruQtion a little; 
it is in vain to Hope; that words or arguments can 
be of any avail. As to the loweſt and moſt la- 
borious ᷑laſſes of the people; they have ſeldom 
either leiſure or ability to educate their children 
well, and unleſs the public and the clergy take 


this care upon themſelves, the probability is, that 


they will have no education at all. The uſual mode 


of inſtructing them in religion, when they are 


brought into the way of it, is by means of the 
church catechiſm. This at firſt can of courſe be 
nothing more than teaching the children to repeat 


it by heart. But as they grow up; and their un- 
derſtandings open, it ſhould be explained to them 


in the eaſieſt and moſt familiar terms, ſhould be 


placed before them in various points of view; and 


brought down to the level of their humble capa- 


cities, ſo as to make them comprehend clearly 


and diſtinctly the grounds and rudiments, the eſ- 
ſential doctrines and fundamental duties of that 
religion, which is to be the guide of their condułt 
here, and the means of their ſalvation hereafter! 


This, it muſt be- confeſſed, is a laborious part of 
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your auh. but it is a part ſo uſeful, ſo benen 
and fo indiſpenſably neceſſary, that I cannot for- 
bear preſſing it home on your moſt ſerious atten- 
tion. Moſt fortunately however for you, as well 
as moſt providentially for this kingdom, a very 
conſiderable ſhare of this labour has been of late 
rendered much eaſier to you, by that wiſe and be- 
nevolent inſtitution of Sunday Schools, which has 
now for ſome time prevailed. One part of the 
buſineſs, and a very material part, incumbent on 
the teachers of thefe ſchools is, to inſtruct the 
children under their care in the church catechiſm ; 
and all that remains with you is, to build on this 
foundation, to examine the children occaſionally; 
to obſerve what progreſs they have made, to ſee 
that no improper books are put into their hands, 
to improve and enlarge the ſtock of the know- 
ledge they have acquired, and prepare them by 
degrees for confirmation and the holy communion. 
This is one moſt important advantage attending 
thoſe eſtabliſhments. They bring thouſands within 
the reach of religious inſtruction, who would other- 
' wiſe have been totally deſtitute of it; they condułt 
multitudes to the houſe of God, who without this 
direction would never have found their way to it. 
They give them early habits of attending divine 
ſervice, and joining in public worſhip. They 
impreſs upon them ſentiments of piety and devo- 
tion, which will grow up with them, and twifl them. 
ſelves e their beans, and form the ſtrongeſt 
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EVR chat can be deviſed againſt the ſomg of 


remptation, and the allurements of ſin. For thels 
and many other ſubſtantial reaſons, (which I havg 


already ſtated to the public) Lmauſt, in che ſtrongeſt 
terms, recommend to you the encou 


and populous dioceſes. in the kingdom (that of 


Cheſter). I can venture 40-affirm, that they arg 
productive. of the. moſt. beneficial. effects, and that 


the objedtions hitherto raiſed againſt, them, 770 per- 
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208 in all: parts of this dioceſe where there is an 
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conſiderable number of poor. children, deſtitute of 


religious inſtruction; which, upon dil:gent enquiry 
often appears to be the caſe where it is not-fuſs 
pedted. Whenever, indeed, ſufficient ĩnſtruſtion 

can be had for a ſufficient number on oer days 
of the week, with the fame ſtriſt attendance on 
public worſhip, it is to be preferred. But when 


from the conſtant employment of the children, or 


the want of a competent fund, this us impraGigaz 
ble, there is then no other remedy againſt total 


ignorance and irreligion i in this part of the com- 


munity but the inſtitution of Sunday Schools, The 
wore they are diffuſed, the greater will be the 


probability of a general reform among the lower 
claſſes of the vole in the. nen keueffilghe, 5 
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ouragement .of 
theſe ſchools, From the experience. I had, of 
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be a matter of —— bs mee * 


ther ſo vaſt a number of young people are edu- 
cated in principles of piety, and habits of virtue; 
or whether they are ſuffered to remain in a ſtate 
of perfect heatheniſm, in utter ignorance of their 


duty both to God and man. The eonſequences of 
the one ſyſtem or the other, both to the public 


and to individuals, are n Ne yay —_— 


of computation. 


Theſe, my es are the bed to which 1 


thought it my duty to call your earlieſt regard. 


They have, it is true, neither novelty nor erudition 
to recommend them. But they have that which 


will, I am confident, be abundantly ſufficient to 
engage your notice, and intereſt your hearts. 
They are of the higheſt importance to the dignity 


of our profeſſion, to the advancement of our religion, 
to the good order of thoſe two great cities which 


demand my peculiar attention, and the welfare, 
temporal and eternal, of all thoſe that are commit 
oa wk „„ 100901000 6:0 6 wie 
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Your affeQtionate friend, and. Lathes, 
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